CHAPTER VII

THE WHIGS' SERVANT: 1707

A picture of Marlborough - visit to King of Sweden - fiasco at
Toulon-ten weeks inactivity in Flanders - Whigs enter
Cabinet - Harley resigns.

MARLBOROUGH was now at the peak of his military
career. A contemporary Dutchman has drawn
his portrait for us as he then was. At fifty-seven
the " handsome page " had become " a man of
about middle height with the best figure in the
world ; his features without fault, fine sparkling
eyes, good teeth, and his complexion of pink and
white such as the fair sex might envy ; in brief,
except for his legs, which are too thin, one of the
handsomest men ever seen." He spoke agreeably
in bad French, had perfect manners, gentleness,
grace and courage. His faults - boundless ambi-
tion and " sordid avarice " - were judged " light
in the scale against the rare gifts of this truly great
man."

When in the previous year Marlborough had
pleaded with his friend Godolphin for one more
year in which to win the war, he little thought that
the year 1707 would prove entirely humiliating to
the Allied cause. Although the striking victory of
Oudenarde was to follow in the next year, the end
of 1706 in fact marked the summit of the Allies*
military success. Had peace been concluded
then, Marlborough would unquestionably have
been deemed the foremost soldier and diplomatist
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